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Legislative Reference Section 
In 1818 the State Library was established with the primary function 


of furnishing a reference service to the members of the legislature and 
to the existing departments of the government. With the expansion of 
State Library services in its role as a "public library," the need for 
a unit offering specialized services to the legislature was recognized 
and a pioneer Legislative Reference Section was created in 1891. This 
idea of a legislative reference service was to spread during the inter 
vening years to almost every state of the Union, 

The duties of the Section, then as now, are not based upon a de- 
fined subject field, but reflect rather the current problems of state 
government. This emphasis upon the current is reflected in the Section's 
collections of material, and the Section's dependency upon the collect- 
ions of the Main Library. At the present time the collections of the 
Legislative Reference Section emphasize official publications, par- 
ticularly those of the State and of the Federal Government. Its col- 
lection of New York State publications is undoubtedly the most complete 
in existence. Additional emphasis is placed upon the publications of 
counties and cities of the State and a certain selection of those from 
foreign government and international bodies is also made. 

The adjacent Law Library permits quick access to an unusually fine 
collection of legal source materials of other states and jurisdictions. 
These resources, official and unofficial, permit a service to members 
of the legislature, a service which ranges from the typical library 


reference question to that yielding research studies of several hundred 
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pages in length. Whether of one page or 200, the reference or research 
product emphasizes objectivity, accuracy and speed. 

In addition to services to members of the legislature, the Section 
serves as a clearing house on legislative matters not only to the state 
government, but also to private and public groups, within and without 
the State concerned with governmental problems generally. The Section 
furnishes a very extensive bill distribution service to the Department 
of Education and reports weekly on the action taken on every bill of 
interest to the Department. 

These bill files and document collections are supplemented by a 
small and specialized book collection and clipping file relating very 
closely to current government problems. This material is available 
generally to members of the public and to libraries of the State. 

I would like to emphasize that while our primary energies are 


devoted to the requirements of the legislature and the state government, 


we do welcome inguiries not only for material, but for special infor- 
§ 


mation relating to state activities generally. May I take this oppor- 
tunity of extending to every library of the State a most cordial invi- 


tation to avail itself of the facilities of the Section. 


William P. Leonard 


Acting Legislative Reference Librarian 
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RECENT BOOKS OF FIRST INTEREST - Suggested by Florence Boochever, 
Book Information Section 


Recommendations: *for smallest libraries; 
Y for young people; P for prisons; R for 
reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


PR “Brown, Lilian. I married a dinosaur. Dodd. $3. 

H The bride of a noted American paleontologist, “whisked from altar 
to jungle" after her wedding in Calcutta, gaily describes her start- 
ling encounters with natives and animals in India and Burma while 
her husband was fossil-hunting. 915.4 


PH “Carter, Hodding. Southern legacy. Lousiana State Univ. Press. $3. 
The editor and publisher of a Greenville, Mississippi, newspaper 
presents a lively, provocative discussion of the South's problems 
in terms of its agrarian tradition, the peculiar relationship be- 
tween whites and Negroes, political issues, civil rights etc. Fear- 
less, salutary airing of controversial subjects. 917.5 


YP “Chute, M.G. Shakespeare of London. Dutton. $4. 

RH Fresh use of contemporary material to produce a "life-sized portrait" 
of Shakespeare, professional playwright and actor, as he appeared 
in the theatrical world of his day. Plan of London on end papers. 
Appendixes, bibliography, index. B or 92 


“Drury, Aubrey. How to retire to California. Harper. $2.50. 

After questioning hundreds of people who have settled in California, 
the author reviews the outstanding scenic attractions and areas for 
prospective homeseekers and gives helpful suggestions on moving, 
budget planning and the use of pleasant or profitable leisure. Map 
on end papers. Index. 917.94 


P “Eliot, 7.8. The cocktail party; a comedy. Harcourt. $3. 
In this poetic, cerebral play, charged with wit and insight, an 
English barrister and his wife talk out their marital difficulties 
with a psychiatrist and so affect the lives of several people who 
meet at a cocktail party. Sophisticated, adult fare; now on 
Broadway. 822 


YP *“Ivans, Ethel. This is crocheting. Macmillan. $2.95. 

RH Attractive, well-illustrated manual for beginning and experienced 
crocheters, giving clear instructions for making afghans, men's, 
women's and infants' garments and accessories. Some Buropean ideas 
and new stitch patterns are suggested. 746.43 
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YP "Finke, M.B, & Knox, Helen. Moneywise; the intelligent woman's 

RH guide to everyday finance. Putnam. $3.50. 
Modern women will find here valuable, basic information on banking, 
insurance, taxes, real estate, investments and budgets, clearly and 
concisely stated by two recently retired bank employees. Tables, 
diagrams. Glossary, bibliography, index. 332 


PH *Fitzzerald, S.B. Communicating ideas to the public; a practical 
application of public relations techniques to everyday problems in 
human commnication. Funk. $3.50. 

How do people really get the information on which they base their 
actions and opinions? An experienced public relations counsel offers 
a lively, thought-provoking discussion of the various media by which 
ideas are communicated. Index. 301.15 


= *Flavin, Martin. Black and white; from the Cape to the Congo. 
Harper. $4. 
With vivid descriptions and humorous anecdotes, the novelist—manu- 
facturer records his unusual journey through Africa, comparing with- 
out bias, the position of the natives in the different colonies. 
Map on end papers and decorations by Paul Whitman. 916.7 


- “Grace, Dick. Visibility wlimited. Longmans. $2.75. 
Spanning the period between the two World Wars which saw the growth 
of aviation, this terse, exciting autobiography recounts the hazards 
of stunt flying, daring exploits while testing planes or on combat 
duty and miraculous bouts with death. Photograph frontispiece.B or 92 


YP “Guerrant, E.0. Roosevelt's good neighbor policy. Univ. of New 

RH Mexico Press. $3.50. 
Imcid, informed study of the essential features of United States 
Latin American policy from 1933 to 1945, with some attention to 
major developments that have occurred during the Harry S. Truman 
Administration. Bibliography, index. 327.7 


ys *Infeld, Leopold. Albert Einstein; his work and its influence on 
our world. Scribner. $2. 
Tracing the historic background of Hinstein's concepts, this is a 
brief, informal introduction to the philosophy of relativity and 
the quantum theory for the intelligent reader with some knowledge 
of physics. Diagrams. Chronology, bibliography, index. Bor 92 


PR *Javits, B.A. Peace by investment. Funk. $3.50. 

H Based on the fact that the American standard of living has been 
built on credit, the practical plan for peace here advanced argues 
convincingly for a huge credit grant for all nations to insure their 
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further industrialization and ultimate economic recovery. 332.7 


Y “Jenkins, D.H, The weekend gardener. Rinehart. $2.75. 
The garden editor of The New York Times offers "short cuts and as- 
sorted advice" on such matters as tools, soil, shade and fruit trees, 
perennials and biennials, rock and herb gardens, vegetablesand 
vines. Tables and plans. Index. 635 


YP "Keeley, J.C. Making inventions pay; a practical guide to selling, 
RE protecting, manufacturing, and marketing your inventions. (Whittle- 
sey House pub.) McGraw-Hill. $2.95. 
Points out realistically the difficulties to be overcome in success- 
ful merchandising of ideas, using frequent examples. No index. 608 


YP "Leahy, W.D. I was there; the personal story of the Chief of Staff 

RE to Presidents Roosevelt and Truman based on his notes and diaries 
made at the time. (Whittlesey House pub.) McGraw-Hill. $5. 
Observations of people and events during the war years, 1941-45, 
shrewdly and frankly presented by Fleet Admiral William D. Leahy. 
Photographs. Documentary material in appendixes, index. 940.5 


“Imstgarten, E.M. Verdict in dispute. Scribner. $2.50. 

These analyses of six famous murder trials, whose verdicts are ques- 
tionable, re-create the tensely dramatic atmosphere of the court~ 
Toom, as the legal tactics employed in each case are skilfully 
elaborated. Appendix. 364.38 


YP “MacIver, R.M. The ramparts we guard. Macmillan. $3. 

RH Challenging, authoritative interpretation of the essential charac- 
teristics of democracy, showing how an informed, active citizenry 
may combat the perils that threaten the "only system...that liber- 
ates human nature and humanizes society." Notes, comments ,index.321.8 


YP "Morgan, Sir F.E. Overture to Overlord. Doubleday. $3.50. 

RH With humor and in brisk style, the Chief of Staff to the Supreme 
Commander of the Allied forces in the second World War has set down 
his impressions of significant events in the Overlord Operation, 
recording the strategy and course of the Buropean invasion.Charts. 


Index. 940.5 


¥ *“Panlilio, Yay. The crucible; an autobiography by "Colonel Yay." 
Macmillan. $3.75. 
The amazing, modestly written report of a Philippine~American 
newspaperwoman's three years of jungle warfare and her harrowing 
experiences as commander of her own regiment with Marking's 
Guerrillas pays a glowing tribute to the Filipinos' heroic resis- 


tance to Japanese invasion. Realistic treatment of brutalities 
and disease. 940.5 
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YR *Peale, N.V., & Blanton, Smiley. The art of real happiness. 
Prentice-Hall. $2.75. 
How religion and psychiatry can be successfully combined to help the 
emotionally disturbed is demonstrated in this account by its founders 
of the principles and methods used in the Marble Collegiate Church 
clinic, New York City. 258 


YP *Pratt, J.B. Eternal values in religion. Macmillan. $2. 

RH Seven wise and simple essays in which the late professor of philos— 
ophy at Williams College discusses the function and value of public 
worship, constructively suggesting how the Protestant service may 
be gradually remodeled to become "a voyage of discovery in the 
spiritual world." 264 


YP *Rothery, A.E. Rome today. Dodd. $3. 

RH After revisiting the vital city well-known from past travels, Agnes 
Rothery vivaciously describes the fascinating blend of past and 
present in secular and religious Rome. Map on end papers. Appendix, 


index. 914. 5 


Y -"Stefferud, Alfred. How to know the wild flowers. Holt. $2. 
Attractive handbook in which wild flowers are arranged by groups 
and information is given on identification, habitat etc. Illustra- 
tions by Sidney H. Horn. Index. 581.9 

*A traveler's guide to roadside wild flowers, shrubs trees, of 
the U.S., ed. by Mrs K.S. Taylor (F - $3. 581.9) describes 
over 700 plants in flower which travelers by train or motor may 
learn to know. Part I gives an overall picture of commonly found 
families, while Part II shows alphabetically by states characteris- 
tic vegetation and land use. Maps, many drawings and four photo- 
graphs in color. Bibliography, index. 


“Teague, Mrs R.T.M. Cooking for company; a party cook book of menus 
and recipes. Random House. $3.50. 

A "practising hostess," who likes to do her planning and kitchen 
work behind the scenes, suggests easy, exciting menus for carefree 
entertaining, arranged by season of the year. Based on material 
printed in the Ladies' Home Journal under the title, "Conversation 
Piece." Colored photographs. General and subject indexes. 641.5 


“White, lynn, jr. Educating our daughters; achallenge to the colleges. 
Harper. $2.50. 

Sensible, stimulating book by the president of Mills College which 
considers the goals and conflicts in women's higher education in 
America and the choice of a suitable college for the individual 
student. References, index. 376.6 
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YP *Wilson, E.Z. Slipstream; the autobiography of an air craftsman. 

RH (Whittlesey House pub.) McGraw-Hill. $4.50. 
Straightforward, vigorous account of American aviation in the past 
quarter century, indicating what must be done to make it a force 
for peace. The author has fine background in military service and 
private industry. Portrait frontispiece. Index. 338.47 


“Ziman, E.A. Jealousy in children; a guide for parents. Wyn. $2.75. 
Regarding jealousy in a child as "a perfectly normal reaction," a 
well-known psychiatrist uses typical case histories to show how 
jealousy manifests itself in various situations and how it may be 
successfully handled. For adults concerned with children. 136.7 


Fiction 


“Albrand, Martha, pseud. (Loewengard, Mrs H.H.F.) Wait for the 
dawn. Random House. $3. 

When a child, sensitive Christine misunderstood her mother's accept- 
ance of the German officers who took over their home during the 
occupation of France, and now as a woman, married to a fascinating 
banker, she tells with poignancy and emotional impact of her grow- 
ing awareness of her husband's duplicity and ruthlessness as he 


pretends to work secretly for the Commnist party. For the mature 
reader. 


YP *Annixter, Paul. Swiftwater. Wyn. $2.50. 

R Estranged from the respectable villagers, young Bucky and his father, 
Cam, feel most at home in Maine's north woods and in their fight to 
establish a wild geese sanctuary, many a thrilling event takes place 
and Bucky painfully comes of age. Recalls The yearling. 


PR *Benchley, Nathaniel. Side street. Harcourt. $3. 

H Ina pair of joint houses off Lexington Avenue, New York, live two 
families whose children play together while their parents share ex- 
Pperiences and become good neighbors. Urbane, humorous sketches, many 
of which have been previously printed "in more or less altered form." 


™ “Benet, J.W. The knife behind you. Harper. $2.50. 
How Allen Tinker, likable, fumbling, young lawyer, discovers the 
killer of a San Francisco store detective, saves an innocent sus- 
pect and loses his girl in the process, is told with pace, puzzle- 
ment and sophistication. 


P *Blizard, Marie. The dark corner. Mill. $2.75. 
An attractive amnesia victim's confusion about the past and fears 
for the present lead her to New York, Mexico and back to Jim Buck- 
master's Maryland estate for the starting climax of a swiftly—paced 
psychological mystery. 
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- “Bristow, Gwen. (Mrs Bruce Manning). Jubilee trail. Crowell. $3. 
Inwardly seething with curiosity and the desire for adventure, well- 
bred Garnet marries a dashing young trader and with him travels the 
dangerous Jubilee Trail to California in the 1840s. The refreshing 
story of her friendship with a variety actress, of her brother-in- 
law's hostility and experiences foreign to her upbringing is spun 
out with a touch of melodrama against authentic historic background. 


YP “Campbell, Mrs G.M.G. The tower and the town. Duell. $3. 

RH Quiet, simply-written romance, dealing with an earnest, broad-minded 
young minister's first pulpit and his efforts to meet the challenge 
of modern times in a small, industrial town where he gradually makes 
a Place for himself. 


YP *Forester, ©.S. Mr. Midshipman Hornblower. Little. $3. 

RH Chronologically first in the series, these stirring tales about a 
gawky, 17-year-old midshipman, who is good at mathematics and whist 
will be relished by Hornblower devotees. All but one chapter in the 
book appeared in the Saturday Bvening Post. 


PR “Guevremont, Germaine. The outlander; tr. by Bric Sutton. (Whittle- 
H sey House pub.) McGraw-Hill. $3. 
Into the household of a French-Canadian farmer, a handsome "Stranger" 


comes for overnight and stays on through the winter, helping with 
the daily tasks, but revealing nothing about himself. This is the 
quietly compelling story of his strong impress on the provincial 
community which he suddenly leaves to wander forth again. 


= *Harrison, 8.B. The White King. Doubleday. $3. 
Joining a missionary group bound for the Sandwich islands in 1827, 
a@ young upstate New York doctor and his courageous bride devote 25 
stormy but happy years to helping the natives who have been cruelly 
exploited, as this vivid tale of Hawaii's struggle for independence 
well relates. 


PR “Hersey, J.R. The wall. Knopf. $4. 
Through the device of editing notes meticulously taken by pedantic, 
celibate Noach Levinson, this powerful, sad but beautifully imagined 
historic narrative records the forming of the Warsaw Ghetto, for 
which Jews of diverse temperament and opinion built their own wall. 
Enclosed within it, they died of typhus, mass murder, flame throwing 
and every diabolic method the Nazis could contrive in their exter- 
mination policy, yet some of Levinson's adopted family survived, as 
this difficult but completely absorbing book of great stature 
impressively conveys. 
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PR *Kennedy, Margaret. The feast. $3. 
When a huge cliff side falls away, leaving no trace of an Inglish 
inn and its seven occupants, the remaining guests are safely off at 
an outdoor "Feast." The individual traits of the missing, resembling 
the seven deadly sins, and the preoccupations of the entire group 
are pointed up subtly, maliciously and with surety in a novel re- 
quiring concentration but which leaves the reader with the sort of 
unfinished thoughts stimulated by The bridge of San Imis Rey. 


Lancaster, Bruce. Phantom fortress. (Atlantic Monthly Press bk) 
Little. $3. 

History, adventure and romance are here woven into an intensely 
interesting tale of the Revolution in South Carolina, - of Francis 
Marion's leadership of the patriots and of the hazardous convoy of 
a plucky Dutch-French girl to her Tory uncle's estate while a 
handsome cavalry captain takes time to win her love. 


YP “Stanford, J.K. The awl-birds. Devin-Adair. $2. 
After the turmoil of war, Derick Gloyne buys his uncle's cruelly 
demolished place in England and is delighted to discover avocets 
nesting in his marshes. His persistent defense of the lovely "awl- 
birds" is set forth in a beautifully written novelette, nicely 


complemented by line drawings. 


P “Stegner, W.E. The women on the wall. Houghton. $2.75. 
Somber in tone, these 18 varied story-sketches by the author of 


The Big Rock Candy Mountain are distinguished by vigor and re- 
straint. Reprinted from magazines. 


PR *Wellard, J.H. Journey to a high mountain. Dodd. $3. 
In a small Italian village, a middle-aged peasant woman dreams 
that the Virgin appears with a message and how the report of the 
vision spreads, bringing pilgrims and journalists to hear about 
the miracle is wittily told in a gentle satire, containing pro- 
vocative conversations between an English reporter and the local 
priest. 


P “Westheimer, David. The magic fallacy; a novella. Macmillan. $2. 
Blinded by "that magnificent delusion of the young that nothing 
in life is ugly," highly intelligent Joe Albert admired Pershing 
Williams, the handsome rich man's son who became his friend, but 
now, 15 years later, he tells with compassion and restraint of the 
lacks and temptations in the other boy's life which impeded the 
fulfillment of his early promise. For the mature reader. 
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SPRING BOOKS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
suggested by 


Anne Izard, Children's Librarian, Mount Vernon Public Library 


Youngest Readers 


Beim, Jerrold. Danny and the dog doctor; illus. by Edgar Levy. N.Y. 
Morrow, 1950. $2. 

Danny goes with his dog's doctor one day on calls and watches as he 
helps all kinds of animals, so when the boy finds a robin with a broken 
wing he tries his own skill. The new twist comes in getting the robin 
south by airplane. Recommended for second graders. 


Bell, T.H. Pawnee; illus. by Corydon Bell. N.Y. Viking, 1950. $2. 
Everyone thought Pawnee was just a doll eight inches high, except.Bobby 
with whom he lived. He saw him shoot with bow and arrow, chop with hatchet, 
smoke a pipe and ride a racing pony in the Wild West show. Lively pictures 
in a very original story. 


Davis, Norman. Picken's great adventure; illus. by Winslade. N.Y. 
Oxford, 1950. $2. 

Striking pictures in brown and black bring life to the jungle story of 
an eight-year-old boy who seeks adventure alone and finds it as he meets 
wild animals and thieves. Unfortunately, narrow margins make book 
impractical for re-binding. 


a Good luck duck; illus. by Marc Simont. N.Y. Harper, 
1950. 2. 

A gay, rhythmic text and vivid, four-color pictures catch and hold the 
carnival spirit in this tale of a boy who, against his will, wins a 
squawking duck at the fair, gets stuck on a Ferris Wheel and finds he 
has the perfect pet. Highly recommended. 


Johnson, M.S. Red joker; illus. by the author. N.Y. Morrow, 1950. $2. 
The friendship of an Irish setter is the only thing that calms the 
splendid but nervous racing colt. Their adventures on farm and race 
track and in the hands of desperate thieves are woven together by a 
well-known storyteller who still knows how to make the combination of 
horse, dog and human plausible and exciting. 


Scott, Sally. Tippy; illus. by Beth Krush. N.Y. Harcourt, 1950. $1.75. 
A lonesome kitten sets out to find a new home. After encountering rough 
children, a jealous old cat, a startling rat and various other discour- 
aging setbacks, he finds the perfect place with kittens and children 
that understand. Appealing pictures and easy reading. 
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Zim, H.S. Frogs and toads; illus. by Joy Buba. N.Y. Morrow, 1950. $2. 
The life history and characteristics of frogs and toads are told here 
with the same large print, interesting, factual text and numerous clear 
pictures that have distinguished the other fine books in this series. 
Highly recommended. 


Middle-Aged Readers 


Baker, M.J. Four farthings and a thimble; illus. by Decie Merwin. N.Y. 
Longmans, 1950. $2.50. 

Benbow was the youngest and the most determined child and it is through 
his determination that the family gets all the animals in the first place 
and then finds a home in the country. Pleasant English family story with 
plenty of action. 


Beeler, N.F. More experiments in science; illus. by A.W. Revell. N.Y. 
Crowell, 1950. $2.50. 

Though planned for use rather than for reading, this book goes beyond 
the simple, nontechnical description of the experiments to give a quick 
explanation of the principle involved, the history of the process and 
its relation to everyday life. The polar projection map, the stethoscope, 
paper making, are samples of the material included. 


Buck, M.W. In woods and fields; illus. by the author. Nashville, Abing- 
don-Cokesbury, 1950. $3; $1.75 paper 

The beginning naturalist will find animals, insects and plants arranged 
by seasons with numerous accurate black and white drawings close by the 
descriptions. Complete index and interesting bibliography for more de~ 
tailed study add to its value. 


Carlson, B.W. Make it yourself! handicraft for boys and girls; illus. 

by Aline Hansens. Nashville, Abingdon-Cokesbury, 1950. $2; $1.35 paper 
This practical handicraft book uses inexpensive materials and is planned 
for children ten years old and younger. The arrangement of the contents 
and a complete cross index make every article easy to find. The print is 
good and the directions clear, leaving plenty of scope for the free play 
of the creative impulse. Excellent. 


Chastain, M.L. Loblolly Farm; illus. by the author. N.Y. Harcourt, 1950. 
$2.25. 

A warm sense of reality and understanding of people pervade the everyday 
happenings in this story of Melindy's summer with her grandpa, grandma 
and two cousins on a farm in East Texas. There is the excitement of a 
cyclone and a house raising for a climax. 


Floherty, J.J. Watch your step; illus. from photographs. Philadelphia, 
Lippincott, 1950. $2.75. 
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Floherty with his usual thoroughness and eye for drama searches out the 
causes and cures for accidents in the home, in water, on foot, in cars, 


in ordinary life as it is lived today. Interesting and informative safety 
book. 


Frost, Frances. Maple sugar for Windy Foot; illus. by Lee Townsend. 
N.Y. (Whittlesey House pub.) McGraw-Hill, 1950. $2. 

Through the fun and work of sugaring-off time and through the fright 
and disaster of a flood the Clark family stands firmly together in this 
third Windy Foot book. Again it is more a family than a horse book but 
all the familiar people and animals have their places in it. 


lyon, Elinor. Hilary's island. N.Y. Coward-McCann, 1950. $2.50. 

Jane and Judy discover that their neighbor, Amaryllis, is prim and proper 
only when her aunts are around. On her own she changes clothes, name 

and attitude and becomes a scraggly, freckled child in boy's clothes, 
bent on mischief. This exciting mystery has hairbreadth escapes, danger, 
intrigue and very satisfying conclusion. 


a Turnipseed Jones; illus. by Jessie Robinson. N.Y. Harper, 
1950. $2. 

Nonsense and lighthearted adventure for boys who like to chuckle while 
they read make this incredible story of a boy who goes to work for little 
old Mrs. Turnipseed. 


Mitchell, Helen, & Wilson, W.N. Ships that made U.S. history. N.Y. 
(Whittlesey House pub.) McGraw-Hill, 1950. $2.50. 

All America's fine ships are here from the Santa Maria to the Missouri 
with their stories telling the history of the nation in dramatic text 
and pictures. It is good to see that not only are all the big-name 
ships included but the unnamed whalers, schooners, cargo carriers, 
clippers come in for their just praise. Recommended. 


Moore, D.W. The Scarlet Jib; illus. by Henry C. Pitz. N.Y. Crowell, 
1950. $2.50. 

A real blood-and—thunder pirate story with action enough to satisfy any 
boy is this tale of Dan Peabody who signs on as cabin boy on the 
"Scarlet Jib" and sails off to adventure, treasure, fighting and 
treachery. Good plot with satisfactory ending. 


Robertson, Keith. The dog next door; illus. by Morgan Dennis. N.Y. 
Viking, 1950. $2.50. 

Hal and the boxer next door belong together but before that can happen 
the chain of events and circumstances tangle until it seems impossible. 
The friendship of dog, boy and old seaman is so well drawn that even 
the obvious turns of the plot are plausible. It is a well-written story. 
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Syme, Ronald. Bay of the North; the story of Pierre Radisson; illus. by 
Ralph Ray. N.Y. Morrow, 1950. $2.50. 

Based on Radisson's own accounts of his adventures, this is a most ex- 
citing Indian story told in vivid, dramatic prose. The concentration of 
the book is from the time Pierre was first captured by Indians at 16 
until his exploration of Hudson Bay when he was still in his twenties. 


Older Boys and Girls 


Baker, N.B. Next year in Jerusalem; the story of Theodor Herzl. N.Y. 
Harcourt, 1950. $2.50. 

Hoffman, Gail. The land and people of Israel. (Portraits of the 

nations ser.) Lippincott, 1950. $2.50. 

Both books are important background reading for one of the most stirring 
events of modern times, the recognition of the new State of Israel. The 
first, the biography of Herzl, tells a quiet, moving story of the man who 
laid the first practical foundation for the accomplishment. The second 
book pictures life as it is lived in Israel now, as well as giving a quick 
history of the country through text and excellent photographs that follow 
the pattern for the series. (Pub. date: Apr. 12) 


Daringer, H.F. Debbie of the Green Gate; illus. by Edward Godwin. N.Y. 
Harcourt, 1950. $2.50. 

Debbie at 15 keeps house for her father in Leyden and manages to have 

a good time with her friends besides, little knowing that one day she 
will have to decide whether or not they are to journey to the New World. 
The author has the happy faculty of making people of another time and 
place seem contemporary and so broadens one's interpretation of history. 


Dorian, E.M. High-water cargo; illus. by Forrest Orr. N.Y. (Whittlesey 
House pub.) McGraw-Hill, 1950. $2.50. 

Stolen jewels and a flood add the dramatic touch to this tale of Dirck, 
son of a lock~keeper on the canal at New Brunswick in 1854. The boy 
wanted to go to Rutgers to become an engineer and welcomed the chance 

to watch the widening of the canal. 


Garst, Shannon. Crazy horse; great warrior of the Sioux; illus. by 
William Moyers. Boston, Houghton, 1950. $2.75. 

The dramatic and tragic story of the great chief of the Sioux who fought 
valiantly for his people, is so well told that one lives with him through 
his boyhood triumphs and conquests to the later bitter disappointments 
and death. Unusually well-written biography. 


ai Douglas. Farm boy; illus. by the author. N.Y. Viking, 1950. 
2.50. 

John was to spend the seven months from March through September on his 
Uncle's farm in western New York because he failed in school. The book 
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catches the mood of an adolescent boy and his first awakening to re- 
sponsibility as well as the mood of life on a farm through the seasons, 
the difficulties of the work and its compensations. 


Molloy, Anne. Uncle Andy's island; illus. by Joshua Tolford. Boston, 
Houghton, 1950. $2.50. 

A breath of salt air mixed with lobsters and herring blows straight 
from this story of 12-year-old Mark, ringleader of all the mischief 
hatched in Kettle Cove, Maine. The boy's almost desperate attempt to 
stay good to earn partnership with his adored Uncle in the fish busi- 
ness is the thread of the plot, but the important thing is the excite- 
ment of watching the people and the place come to life at the touch of 
an author who writes easily and well. Excellent characterization. 


Jan. 1950, p. 83) was awarded the Newbery medal for 1949? That Song of 
the swallows, by Leo Politi (Spring Booklist, 1949, p.13) received the 
Caldecott medal for the best picture book of the year ? 


On the Lighter Side 


We note that Georgian love songs will be published in April by the 
Cupid Press; that We fly away is a Swallow Press book; that Mollie S. 
Smart is the author of It's a wise parent; that Daniel Starch wrote 
How to develop your executive ability; and that Charles BE. Dull is 
co-author of Fundamentals of mechanics. 
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FREE AND INEXPENSIVE MATERIAL - Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, 
Reference Section 


DISPLACED PERSONS 


Americanizing our immigration laws. The American Jewish Committee, 
386 Fourth Ave., N. Y. 16. 1949. 80p. free 


Are our immigration laws obsolete? Platform published by the Club 
and Educational Bureaus of Newsweek, 152 W. 42d St., New York 18. 
Dec. 1949. 19p. 25¢ 


Barton, Betty. The problems of 12 million German refugees in to-day's 
Germany. American Friends Service Committee, 20 South 12th St., 
Philadelphia 7. May 1949. 39p. free 


Characteristics of displaced persons settling in New York State. New 
York State Committee on Displaced Persons. Information Bulletin, 
80 Centre St., New York 13. 1949. 6p. 10 tab. free 


The question of bringing Buropean D P's to America; pro and con. The 
Congressional Digest, vol. 27, no.l. Jan. 1948. Congressional 


Digest Corp., 1631 K Street, N. W. Washington 6, D. C. p.11-32. 
75¢ 


The Displaced Persons Commission. Second semiannual report to the 
President and the Congress. U. S. Government Printing Office, 
Washington 25, D. C. 1949. 4p. 15¢ 


D P's: problem and solution. Industrial Bulletin, vol. 28, no.7, July 
1949. New York State Dept. of Labor, Albany, N. Y. p. 11-35. 10¢ 


Reappraising our immigration policy. Annals of the American Academy of 
Political and Social Science, vol. 262, March 1949. Philadelphia. 
259p. 2.00 


Rees, Elfan. The refugee problem today...submitted under authority of 
the World Council of Churches Refugee Commission. Reprinted by 
Church World Service Inc. 214 EB. 21st St., N. Y. Nov. 1948. 23p. 
5¢ 


What the United Nations is doing for refugees and displaced persons. 
(U. N. pubns.) Columbia University Press. International Document 
Service. 2960 Broadway, New York 27. 1948. 16p. 15¢ 


Kingsley, J.D. U N's operation miracle; I R O transplants a million 


refugees. Reprint from United Nations World Magazine, 319 BE. 44th 
St., N. Y. 17. Feb. 1949, 4p. free 
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SELECTED LIST OF RECENT ACCESSIONS... Prepared by Evelyn E. Nelson, 
Reference Section and 
Sarah J. Schenck, Order Section 


BIOGRAPHY 


Allen, F. L. Great Pierpont Morgan. Harper. 1949.  306p. 

Bennett, Joan. George Eliot, her mind and her art. Cambridge, Ine. 
Univ. Press. 1948. 202p. 

Doughty, Oswald. Dante Gabriel Rossetti; a Victorian romantic; 

Yale Univ. Press. 1949. 7712p. 

Gor'kii, Maksim. Autobiography of Maxim Gorky: My childhood, In the 
world, My universities; tr. from the Russian by Isidor Schneider. 
N.Y. Citadel Press. c.1949. 616p. 

Mack, BE. C. Peter Cooper, citizen of New York. Dwell. c.1949. 
432p. 


BUSINESS & TRADE IN THE EARLY Days 


Atherton, L. E. Southern country store, 1800-1860. Louisiana State 
Univ. Press. c.1949.  227p. 
Hidy, R. W. House of Baring in American trade and finance; Inglish 


merchant bankers at work, 1763-1861. Harvard Univ. Press. 1949. 
655p. (Harvard studies in business history, 14). 

Phillips, J. D. Pepper and pirates; adventures in the Sumatra pepper 
trade of Salem. Houghton. 1949. 14lp. 


FISHES & FISHING 


Cook, B. G. Till fish us do part; the confessions of a fisherman's 
wife. Morrow. 1949. ° 

Farrington, S. K., jr Fishing the Atlantic, offshore and on. Coward- 
McCann, c.1949. 312p. 

Hubbs, C. L. Fishes of the Great Lakes Region by Carl L. Hubbs and 
Karl F. Legler. Bloomfield Hills, Mich. Cranbrook Inst. of 
a 1949. 186p. (Cranbrook Institute of Science. Bulletin, 
No.26). 


Hunt, Frazier. Horses and heroes; the story of the horse in America 
ag years by Frazier Hunt and Robert Hunt. Scribner. 1949. 
30 oe 

Self, M. ©. Horseman's companion. A. S. Barnes. c.1949. 212p. 

Wall, J. F. Famous running horses; their forebears and descendants. 
Infantry Journal. c.1949. 313p. (Sportsman's press book). 
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THE HOST & HIS FAMILY 


Dunne, Mrs I. L. (Fisher) American hostess cookbook. Halcyon House. 
1949. 5p. 

Esquire. Handbook for hosts. Grosset. c.1949. 288p. 

Hamsher, Florence. Complete book of children's parties. Garden City. 
c.1949. 2786p. (De luxe editions). 

King, J. R. Quiz and game book. Blue Ribbon Bks. c.1949. 19lp. 


JAZZ & THE BLUES 


Handy, W. C., ed. Treasury of the blues; complete words and music of 
67 great songs... C. Boni. c.1949.  258p. 

Headland, Helen. Ole Bull, Norwegian minstrel. Rock Island, I1l. 
Augustana Book Concern. 1949. 142p. 

Hodapp William, ed. Pleasures of the jazz age. Farrar. 1948. 
17p. 

Nettl, Paul. Story of dance music. Philosophical Library. 1947. 
370p. 


MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS 


Calhoon, R. P. Problems in personnel administration. Harper. 1949. 


540p. 

Clinchy, E. R., Handbook on human relations. fFarrar. 1949. l4é6p. 

Current trends in industrial psychology by Wayne Dennis and others. 
Univ. of Pittsburgh Press. 1949. 198p. 

DeSchweinitz, Dorothea. Labor and ement in a common enterprise. 
Harvard Univ. Press. 1949.  186p. Harvard Univ. Jacob Wertheim 
research fellowship for the betterment of industrial relations. 
Publications). 


MODERN LIVING 


Berkeley, E. C. Giant brains; or, Machines that think. Wiley. 
c.1949. 270p. 

Carleton, R. H. Chemistry for the new age. Lippincott. c.1949. 
702p. 

Leeming, Joseph. Rayon; the first man-made fiber. Chemical Pub. Co. 
1950.  203p. 

Philpott, S. F. Modern electric clocks; principles, construction, 
installation, and maintenance; 4th ed. Pitman. 1949.  228p. 


PACIFIC & THE FAR EAST 


Crockett, L. H. Popcorn on the Ginza, an informal portrait of postwar 
Japan. Sloane Associates. c.1949.  286p. 
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Forrest, R. A. D. Chinese language. London. Faber & Faber. 1948. 
352p. (Great languages). 

Hardy, Osgood. History of the Pacific area in modern times by Osgood 
Hardy and Glenn S. Dumke. Houghton. c.1949. 752p. 

Hawley, W. M., ed. Chinese folk design... Hollywood. Editor. 1949. 
300p. & Supp. 16p. 

Hussey, Harry. Venerable ancestor, the life and times of Tz'u Hsi, 
1835-1908, empress of China. Doubleday. 1949. 354p. 

Karlgren, Bernhard. Chinese language; an essay on its nature and 
history. Ronald. c.1949. 122p. 

Mills, L. A. New world of southeast Asia by Lennox Algernon Mills 
and associates. Univ. of Minnesota Press. c.1949. 445p. 

Sansom, G. B. The Western world and Japan. Knopf. 1950. 50%. 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


Feininger, Andreas. Feininger on photography. Ziff—Davis. c.1949. 
ho 


Standish, L. W, Making effective photographs. Baltimore. The 
Camera. c.1949. 2008p. 


RUSSIA & ITS LANGUAGE 


Entwistle, W. J. Bussian and the Slavonic languages by William James 
Entwistle and Walter Angus Morison. london. Faber & Faber. 
1949. 4O?p. (Great languages series). 

Lemieux, C. P. Russian conversation and grammar. Annapolis. U. §S. 
Naval Institute. 1949. 216p. 

Madrigal, Margarita. Invitation to Russian by Margarita Madrigal 
and Sonia Bleeker. Simon & Schuster. 1949. 198p. 

Mitchell, Mairin. Maritime history of Russia, 848-1948. London. 
Sidewick & Jackson. 1949. 5444p. 


WILD LIFE 


Bovey, M. K. Saga of the waterfowl. Wash.,D.C. Wildlife Management 
Institute. 1949. 1440p. 

Duncan, Winifred. Webs in the wind; the habits of web-weaving 
spiders. Ronald. c.1949. 387p. (Humanizing science series). 

Grange, W. B. Way to game abundance; with an explanation of game 
cycles. Scribner. 1949. 365p. 
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SELECTED LIST OF OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK - 
Prepared by Ethel Lansing, Gift and 
Exchange Section and W. P. Leonard, 
Legislative Reference Section. 


AMERICAN LEGION. Annual convention of...Department of New York, 30th, 
1948. 223p. (Legis Doc 1949 no. 29) 


AUDIT AND CONTROL, DEPT. OF. State comptroller's committee on 
constitutional tax and debt limitations and city-school fiscal 
relations. School buildings report. February 27, 1950. 30p. 3rd 
report. 


BANKING DEPT. Statement of condition of the private bankers and 
industrial banks of the state of New York at the close of business 
on Saturday, December 31, 1949. Folder. 


COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Digest of New York state laws affecting aviation. 
20p. 1949. 


CONSERVATION DEPT. List of publications of the New York state 
conservation department, 1949, corrected to February 10. 


CORRECTION, DEPT. OF. Annual report of the...1948. 179p. 


EDUCATION DEPT. Certificates for teaching service. January 1950. 4p. 


Engineering and land surveying, law, rules and information. §8lp. 
Handbook 36, 1950) 


Examination for state scholarships in Cornell university. 20p. 
~ (Handbook 42, 1950) 


Organization and institutions. 286p. December 1949. 
(Handbook 24) 


__. School district centralization - good or bad? February 6, 1950. 
13p. 


___. Syllabus in technical subjects. 1941 edition. 149p. 1949. 

__. Division of elementary education. Bureau of instructional 
supervision. Slow but sure. (Letter to supervisors, series 3, 
no. 7, March 1950) 


__. __. __ ___ Supplement to series 3, no. 7, March 1950. 
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EDUCATION DEPT. Division of school buildings and grounds, Designing 
the central school plant as a community center. 10p. November 1, 


1945, reprinted January 1950. 


__. ___ Planning the outdoor physical education facilities for central 
schools. 29p. January 1947, reprinted January 1950. 


__. ___. Sanitary facilities in school buildings. 8p. June 1947, 
reprinted January 1950. 


GOVERNOR. Library aid committee. Report. February 17, 1950. Mimeo. 

HOUSING, DIV. OF. Annual report of the Commissioner of Housing to the 
Governor and Legislature, 1949. 113p. (Legis Doc 1950 no. 14) 
Cover-title: The ten year look in state housing. 


INSURANCE DEPT. Filing of policy forms under the disability benefits 
law. February 27, 1950. 


LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of research and statistics. Handbook of 
New York labor statistics, 1948. 161p. (Special bulletin no. 226, 
1949) 

LEGISLATURE. Federal aid payments and receipts by states—--1949, 
schedule "A" from resolution no. 73, introduced in Assembly on 
January 24, 1950, by Mr. Pillion. (Legis Doc 1950 no. 32) 

____ Rules of the Assembly 1950. 16p. (Legis Doc 1950 no. 5) 


__. Standing committees of the Assembly with individual assignments 
of members of Assembly 1950. (Legis Doc 1950 no. 3) 


PORT OF NEW YORK AUTHORITY. Truck routes, metropolitan New York- 
New Jersey. 1949. Folder. 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. Are you a 
good boss. 15p. (Cornell extension bulletin 666, reprinted 
January 1950) 


___ A flower garden of annuals by BE. F. Schaufler. 10p. (Cornell 
4H club bulletin 87, December 1949) 


__. Grow good potatoes. 27p. (Cornell 4—H club bulletin 80, revised 
March 1950) 
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STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. Hunters 
and hunted. 3lp. (Cornell rural school leaflet, Vol. 43, no. 3, 
winter 1949-50) 


__. Rope work. 3lp. (Cornell 4H club bulletin 88, February 1950) 
___. Department of agricult economics. Costs and returns in growing 
potatoes, 8 Wyoming county farms, 1949, by C. A. Bratton. 16p. 
(a. B. 723, February 1950 


oiled How Mrs. Consumer buys potatoes in New York city by Eussell 
L. Childress. 15p. (A. B. 719, January 1950) 


Individual factors and annual averages from farm cost accounts, 
~B7 farms—~1948, (A, B. 709, November 1948) 


__. ___. Relationship of irrigation and other practices to yields of 
potatoes, eastern Long Island, 1949, prepared by M. C. Bond and 
H. B, Vroman. 22p. (A. B. 722, February 1950) 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell university, It . The 

woman and her posture by Helen Powell Smith. 7 (Cornell 
extension bulletin 535, reprinted February 1950 

STATE COLLEGES OF AGRICULTURE AND HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell university, 


Ithaca. Cut—outs aids in home planning by Ruby M. Loper. 
(Cornel miscellaneous bulletin 8, rural housing series 1, June 
1949) 


STATE SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND, Batavia. Annual report, 8lst, of the... 
for the year 1948-49. 23p. (Legis Doc 1950 no. 20) 
STATE TRAFFIC COMMISSION. Annual report of the...1948. 13p. 


WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION BOARD. Disability benefits insurance contract 
bulletin. (DBIC no. 1, March 1, 1950) 


__.. Off the job disability benefits, information for employees in 
New York state. 1949. Folder. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION: ACTIVITIES IN LIBRARIES - edited by I. Marie 
Gustafson and Marion H. Vedder, Library Extension 





Albany County. Albany Public Library will hold a panel discussion on 
indoor recreation facilities for the federal housing project in 
Albany on April 17 at the Harmanus Bleecker Library. Dr. George 
Robinson, New York State Department of Commerce, will be the moder- 
ator for the panel of experts which will include representatives 

of the State Housing Commission and various civic organizations. 

A colored film, Playtown U.S.A., will be shown. 













Broome County. Only 36 per cent of the population of Broome County is 
using local library facilities, librarians told the League of Women 
Voters of Binghamton recently. The figure was quoted by the librar- 

ians in a panel discussion before the League. Speakers were Mrs. Scott 

of the Endicott Public Library, Miss Stratton of the Binghamton Public 

Library and Miss Stiles of the Johnson City Library. 





























Dutchess County. _Pine Plains Free Library has recently reorganized to 
become a town public library. Each week in the Pine Plains Register 
appears a column "Know Your Library." This is written by Mrs. Helen 
Cole Netter, daughter of the librarian, Harrie Cole, and a former 
school librarian. 

Red Hook Public Library trustees have engaged Mrs. William 
Thompson as librarian to replace Mrs. Edith Hallock who resigned be- 
cause of illness. Friends of Red Hook Public Library, a women's 
auxiliary, has been formed with Mrs. John Q. Martin as chairman, 
Mrs. Dawes Champlin, secretary, and Mrs. Harry Arnold, treasurer. 
Committees include publicity, children's hour and books. 





Jefferson County. On February 6, the Dexter Free Library Association 
held a covered dish supper to which all friends of the library were 
invited. Ruth Maynard, president of the Association, reviewed the 
history of the Dexter Library and spoke of future plans for a new 
building. Two films were shown by Raymond Williams who discussed 
the Regional Library. This event was the first in a program being 
instituted by the Library Association to acquaint the community with 
the facilities and services of the local library. 

In Philadelphia, the Bridge Club sponsored by the Bodman Memorial 
Library raised funds to purchase an electric clock and a new display 
truck for the library. The truck is used to feature their latest 
purchases and RLSC books. 


Livingston County. At a meeting held in the Avon Library recently, 
representatives of public library boards in four communities chose 
Lewis Bradley of Dansville chairman of a new organization - the 
Livingston County Library Trustees Association. Kenneth R. Willard 
of Nunda was elected vice-president and Mrs. Thomas C. Coyne of Avon 
secretary. 
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An organization committee with Mrs. W. W. Farnum of Avon as chairman 
was appointed to draft recommendations for committee personnel and 
propose bylaws. 


Monroe County. John R. Russell, Director of Libraries of the University 
of Rochester, spoke on "Library Development in New York State" at the 
meeting of the Monroe County Library Association in the Pittsford 
Community Library. His talk was followed by tea served by the trus- 
tees of the host library. About 60 attended. 

On March 17, members of the Monroe County Library Association met 
at the Rochester Public library. A discussion of books for adults 
was lead by Lois Timmerman. 


Nassau County. Jean Stooksberry, an associate of the Jackson Public 
Library, Jackson, Michigan, has been appointed children's librarian 
for the Port Washington Public Library, where Helen Curtice is the 
head librarian. 

The new addition to the Oceanside Free Library was dedicated on 
February 22, the library's 12th anniversary, Thomas Fetherstone, 
president of School District No. 11; Mrs. Oliver Wright, first presi- 
dent of the library board of trustees; and John Burchards, present 
president, all officiated. An open house followed the ceremonies 
with representatives from other Nassau libraries in attendance. 

Benjamin Barondess, an attorney and well-known authority on 
Abraham Lincoln, recently spoke on "The Women in Lincoln's Life" at 
an open meeting of the Friends of the Hewlett-Woodmere Public 
Library. 

The brand-new chapter of American Association of University Women 
in Levittown has been working to secure a community library and summer 
Playground. 

Arnold Sundgaard, playwright and head of the Drama Department at 
Bennington College, was a guest speaker in February at the Young 
People's Community Club of the Westbury Community Center Library on 
the topic "Theatre as a Career." Their next speaker on March 8 was 
Rita Hunt Traulsen, Powers model and actress, on the subject, "Model- 
ing as a Career," 

Marion Clark Cecil, librarian of the Hicksville Free Public Library, 
has been ill for several weeks and is now recuperating with her family 
in Cortland, New York. 

On March 8, the Lakeville Branch of the Great Neck Library moved to 
larger quarters at 274-12~14 Northern Boulevard. The expanding popu- 
lation of the area plus the erection of a 652~family apartment project 
across the street was responsible for the move. The branch will be 
open every day from 9-1; 2-6, and on Wednesday evenings until 9 p.m. 
Barbara Tisdale is the branch librarian. 


Oneida County. Dunham Public library, Whitesboro, has recently been 
given a ceiling projector by the local Chamber of Commerce. $75 for 
films has also been donated. 
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Mr. Ivers, art instructor of Whitesboro Central School, has on dis- 
play in the library an exhibition of paintings by his students. New 
paintings will be shown every two weeks until the end of the tern. 

Eleven of the 19 libraries of Oneida County were represented at 
a meeting of the Library Trustees Foundation called by Mrs. Thomas 
B. Rudd of the Kirkland Town Library, Clinton, chairman and secretary 
for the Foundation for the county. The meeting was held in the New 
York Mills Public Library on Saturday, February 4th. Mr. David 
Wilder, librarian of the Hamilton College Library, addressed the 
meeting. 


Saratoga County. Saratoga Springs Free Library board has appointed 
their first librarian - Margaret Glasby. She came on February lst 
from the Free Public Library at Verona, New Jersey, to begin organ- 
ization of the new library. 


Schenectady County. A steering committee for a Friends of the Library 
group was formed February 10th in Schenectady. 


St. Lawrence County. Miss Helen Owen, a resident of Ogdensburg, has 
been appointed assistant librarian at the Ogdensburg Public Library. 
Hepburn Library at Colton presents a very attractive appearance 

with freshly painted light green walls and terra cotta floor. 

The combined work of the Industrial Arts Department at the school 
and a local carpenter has resulted in several improvements at the 
Norwood Library. They now have new magazine racks, a new telephone 
stand and a standard for the card catalog. New shelving is also be- 
ing constructed. 

Miss Zella Stevens, librarian of the Hepburn Library at Edwards, 
is pleased about a new four—drawer vertical file which has been pur- 
chased for the library. In addition, the interior of the library 
has been redecorated with light pink walls and a deeper rose for 
ceiling. 

The staff of the Norwood Library recently presented a program at 
the meeting of the Norwood Library Club. Mrs. Bernice Borrman, the 
librarian, outlined the resources available for obtaining materials 
and reviewed a number of new books. The president of the board of 
trustees, Mrs. Genevieve Wright, spoke on the organization of the 
library and outlined the duties and services of the library staff; 
and Mrs. Charles Bartlett, assistant librarian, gave a book talk. 


Yates County. Branchport Free Library has been presented with three 
aaa given in memory of the late Flora Evans Vail. Adventures with 
» by Ray Bedichek, was given by members of the 
Keuka P ark Conservation Club. Mrs. Vail was a charter member of 
the club. Carl Carmer's recent book on New York State, Dark trees 
to the wind, autographed copy, and the recent novel, Mary , by 
Sholem Asch, were purchased by Mrs. Vail's daughter, Julia Cole, 
with money left over from the flower fund that was given by Branchport 
friends and neighbors at the time of Mrs. Vail's death. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION: ACTIVITIES OF THE STATE LIBRARY - edited by 
S. Gilbert Prentiss, Traveling Libraries 


Public Library Workshop at Geneseo: "The Library's Public" is the theme 
of a workshop for public librarians to be held at State Teachers College, 
Geneseo, N.Y., July 10-21. The fee is $14 for two weeks, the admission 
requirement, a high school diploma. The Workshop carries two hours of 
college credit. Helene Scherff Taylor, Public Relations Director, Public 
Library, Bloomfield, N.J., will be coordinator; L. Marion Moshier, Public 
Library Supervisor, Division of Library Extension, will be in attendance. 
Rooms are $1 per day at Valley Hall and meals may be obtained at modest 
rates in the College Dining Room. 


Special Libraries Association Meeting: Dr. Robert Deily, Head of Tech- 
nical Processes, and S, Gilbert Prentiss, who has been Acting Associate 
Librarian, Reference Section, attended the March meeting of the New York 
City Chapter of the Special Libraries Association which was held at the 
Museum of Modern Art on March 16th. A panel discussion, "Scientific Aids 
to Documentation," was the subject of the meeting. Members of the panel 
were Verner W, Clapp, Library of Congress, Frederick Iuther, Western 
Electric Company, J.W. Perry, Chemistry Department, Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology, and Emmett J. Leahy, of the New York University 
Graduate School of Business. 


Technical Processes Studied: Six members of the staff of the Technical 
Division recently spent three days in New York City. They visited the 
New York University Library at Washington Square where Frances E. Fish, 
Chief of the Serials Department, explained their records and methods of 
acquiring and processing serials and then gave a quick picture of the 
whole library. They also went to Columbia University International Docu- 
ments Service where John Hanc explained the methods of acquiring and 
distributing the publications of the United Nations, UNESCO, and other 
organizations handled by them. Another day was spent at the United Nations 
library at lake Success with Mrs. Violet Cabeen, inspecting and gaining 
knowledge of their procedures in serials work. While there, they were 
privileged to attend the sessions of the Security Council and the Economic 
and Social Council and to have lunch in the Delegates dining room. They 
are indebted to Howard Shiebler, Director of Public Relations, Education 
Department, for making this possible. It was a memorable experience. 
Valuable information to aid in the installation of a Kardex system for 
checking government document serials was gained from the places visited. 
The State Library visitors are truly appreciative of the gracious recep- 
tion accorded them by the librarians they met. 
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Unusual Holdings in State Library: A recentsurvey of State Library 
holdings of unlocated American copies of books included in Pollard and 
Redgrave's Short—title catalog has revealed that the State Library 
possesses one item not reported by any other American library and 20 
original works for which only microfilm or photostatic copies had been 
reported. A large proportion of the number thus discovered are in the 
law Library collection. The report to Dr. W.W. Bishop comprised a total 
of 195 entries, including 17 variant, unlisted issues, as well as 
titles by five authors within the scope of the STC whose works are not 
found there. 


Regional Iijbrary Staff Visits Albany: Six staff members of the Regional 
Library Service Center at Watertown spent February 20th and 2lst in 
Albany, learning more about the State Library and how it works. The 
climax of the trip came on Monday evening while attending a session of 
the State Legislature: a special message from the Governor containing 
the recommendations of the Committee on Library Aid was read and favor- 
able consideration urged. 


Fourth of July Checklist: The New York State Library is planning to 
issue a Checklist of Fourth of July Orations based on the collection 
in the library. The work of collecting them and maintaining a rough 
checklist of approximately 2263 items was begun by Walter S. Biscoe 
and continued by Joseph Gavit. If any library has a collection, please 
send a record of it to the New York State Library, Gift and Exchange 
Section, Albany 1, New York. 


Public Library Inquiry Noted 


S.E. Fitzgerald's Communicating ideas to the public, p. 99 ff. (see 
note in this issue) quotes from Joseph T. Klapper's findings on the 


comparative effectiveness of media for communication, based on research 
done for the Public Library Inquiry. 
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